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DEAR RESIDEN+&S—

Summer is arriving and | wanted to waste no time and say

that we are one month away from the first anniversary of this
magazine's existence. That couldn't happen without you reading
and submitting content and supporting our sponsors. However,

| want you to do me one favor: submit some summer photos of
you and your family out vacationing or lounging by the pool or
grabbing a bite in downtown. I'd love to have a running summer
series featuring the fun you are having and we can share it with
your neighbors. Our email addresses are right across the page.

Please enjoy the newly expan#edt Athens Living.
ARKY SHEA

Publisher
abartlett@bestversionmedia.com
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PublisherArky Shea

Content CoordinatoMark White

DesignerClaire Jamison

Contributing Photographédfly Leaf Photography

ContactArky Shea
Email:abartlett@bestversionmedia.com
Phone:256-783-8154

Have feedback, ideas or submissions? We are always happy to
hear from you! Deadlines for submissions are the 10th of each
month. Go to www.bestversionmedia.com and click “Submit
Content.” You may also email your thoughts, ideas and photos to:
markwhite @bestversionmedia.com.

Are you on the association board for your subdivision? Contact
us for information on how you can submit articles, updates,
reminders, events and more to the residents. We create
customized homeowners association sections at no cost to the
HOA or the residents.

EMEIgENCY... ittt 9ll..........
Police Department..........ccccvveevveeniieeenneenns 256-233-8700
Fire Department.........cccccvvvveeiieeeiniee e 256:233-8710
Town Hall........oooiiiiie e 256-233-8004..
LiBrary.......ocoeie e 256-232-1233.....
CONTENT DUE: EDITION DATE:
December 10 January
January 10 February
February 10 March
March 10 April
April 10 May
May 10 June
June 10 July
July 10 August
August 10 September
September 10 October
October 10 November
November 10 December

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, advertisements

and advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or represent the
views of Best Version Media (BVM) or any municipality, homeowners
associations, businesses or organizations that this publication serves.
BVM is not responsible for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of

any content submitted, inclusive of materials generated or composed
through artificial intelligence (Al). All content submitted is done so at the
sole discretion of the submitting party. © 2024 Best Version Media.

All rights reserved.
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Jith i ict:nother benefit of group tours is the n’w unity to
es. When new friends. Traveling solo can be lonely at times, b
?« eed tour allows you to connect with like-minded individuz
embark o to travel your passion for exploration. Wi er you'fe dogeth
dependently. Both options have their pros ansl, dan restaurant, exploring a historic site, or simply chatting on the bus, group
here's why a group tour might be the right choice for your travel needdravel fosters camaraderie and creates lastind<hips.

First and foremost, group tours offer convenience and ease of plannirfgurthermore, group tours often offer cost savings compared to traveling
Planning a trip to Europe can be overwhelming, especially if you're noindependently. Tour operators leverage their nslaifs with hotels,
familiar with the destinations or languages. Group tours take care of altansportation providers, and attractions to negaliacounted rates

the logistics, including accommodations, transpamtand itinerary for their clients. Additionally, group discounts may apply to estvit
planning. This means you can sit back, relax, and let someone else meals, further reducing the overall cost of your trip. While group tours
handle the details while you focus on enjoyingvwamation. may have a higher upfront cost compared to DIY travel, the included

amenities and savings can make them a budgetdyieption in the
Moreover, group tours often provide expert guidance and local long run.

knowledge. Many tour operators employ experienitks guho are

passionate about the destinations they visit. These guides can offer That said, group tours may not be suitable for everyone. If you prefer
valuable insights into the history, culture, and traditions of eadnlocati the freedom to create your own itinerary and explore at your own pace,
enhancing your overall travel experience. Whttlpainting out hidden  independent travel might be a better fit. Likewise, if you have specific
gems or sharing insider tips, a knowledgeable guide can make your tripterests or preferences that may not align with a group tour's itinerary,
more enriching and memorable. you may find yourself feeling constrained.

Additionally, traveling in a group can enhance safety and security.  In conclusion, a group tour can be an excellent option for travelers lookin
Navigating unfamiliar cities and countries can be daunting, lsffecia for convenience, safety, socialization, and casgsavhen exploring

you're traveling alone. Being part of a group provides a sense of secufty,ope. With expert guidance, seamless logistics, and the opportuni

as you'll have fellow travelers and a guide to rely on in case of any  to connect with fellow adventurers, a group tour can turn your European
emergencies or unforeseen circumstances. Group tours also tend to stadation dreams into reality. So, if you're considering a trip to Europe, |
to well-traveled routes and reputable accommodations, reduciigkthe rwould love to help you decide if a group tour is right for you.

of encountering safety issues.

RASNORTH
AMERICA

America Settentrionale

e [OURNEY
TRAVEL

TAR EARMARKED 'E‘,@:?‘ Travel Agency

W e I i

Trave!

Angel Waite
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T H E Both from Morgan County, Alabama, Jessica &
Marshall Daigre met for the first time when he came to
D l s I G I 2 E visit where Marshall’'s dad preached.
“I was a senior in high school and he was a secidege and |
came to the youth program. After the service weantek shared
FA M I LY that | was graduating and he asked me what | wastgalo when
| graduated and | said | feel like God is caléirig be a pastor’s

wife. He was like oh really? Did you know I'm@d#svas one

P L AN Tl N G D E E P R O OT Q of those serendipitous moments. We chatted afitténd left. |

went home and | ran through my grandmother’s henssaid |

FO R FAM I LY & FAITH had met my husband tonight! Four months later we aregaged

and eight months later we were married,” saiccdessi

COVER STORY

by Mark White| photos b¥ly Leaf Photography

The Daigres lived in Mississippi before coming back to Alabama.

“Marshall had gone to college and seminary in Jackson, Mississipp
I moved to Pearl and lived there for three years while he finished
seminary. When we moved back to Athens, we planted a church,”
said Jessica.

Married right out of high school and living in Mississippi, Jessica
had no outside-the-home career ambitions but she khew
wanted to serve others, including her future children

“I've honestly always felt like | was called to be available to other
people, so | actually was a stay-at-home mom for 15 years. My
sister had to work and | always wanted to be there for her or for my
grandmother or whoever needed me. | always fettyikalling

in life was to be there for the people around me who needed my
help in whatever way that looked like whether at church or school
or whatever. | stayed home for 15 years and now, all five of our
children are in school and we celebrated 20 years of marriage last
month,” said Jessica.

After seminary, Marshall felt called to come back to Alabama and
plant a church in Madison.

“We started Harvest Pointe Church in 2007 and | have been doing
that work along with teaching as an adjunct professor at Calhoun
Community College teaching religion among other things,” said
Marshall.

The church began very small. It was MarshattaJessl their son.

“There were three of us in the beginning besides the Father, Son,
and the Holy Spirit, of course. We did what is called a parachute
drop plant. It was just our family and dug out from there a small
group and the rest is history, said Marshall.

To grow the church, they did it organically.

“We reached out to our immediate neighborhoode\téglily done
that everywhere we've gone. We reach out to tpée@round us
not so much as a marketing thing, but rather argalationships
built out of that. Some of the people who werethhem the
beginning are still with us which | think is aceatytestament to
the fact that their calling coincided with ouagy’arshall.




In addition to the church work, Jessica and Marshall operate BackyardThe kids don’t play baseball anymore and COVER STORY
Solutions in Athens. have moved into other things like track and

basketball. Jackson is 17, Baylor is 15, Beau is 13,
“'m the manager. Our friend, Jeff, owns the business and the original Tye is 11, and Blakely is 8,” said Marshall.

location is in Birmingham. He branched out here on Highway 72. It's

really been a God thing. Our kids were in school and Jeff asked me When it comes to his work at Calhoun Community College, Marshall
to do this full time and | said yes and | love it. | love the believes we have something there we should appreciate.
relationships that are created here. I've made friends -
and had dinner with some of them,” said Jessica.

“There are two campuses that make up Calhoun,
one in Huntsville and one in Decatur. Calhoun is
the second largest junior college in the state
which is something that we ought to be
proud of. There’s a huge nursing program, a
huge robotics program, a welding program,
they've got so much now. | can't say
enough good things about the school
itself,” said Marshall.

Jessica has had a lot of jobs where she hasn't
gotten paid.

“Not to mention taking care of me, but also
our five children and being a pastor’s wife.
That's not a paid position and yet, it is a ree
position that is there. She’s not only been
available to our church members, but she’s
ministered right here in Backyard Solutions, '
because people find her to be truthful and
open and trustworthy,” said Marshall.

If someone were interested in coming to
Limestone County, Jessica and Marshall have a
few thoughts.

“If someone | know were to ask me I'd tell them to
come live near me, we need more friends! Seriously,

The Daigres enjoy living in Limestone County.

“I like how I can drive and within five minutes be - all the things the chamber and Athens Main Street are

in a field, but then have subdivisions and eateeiasy as doing makes it feel like home. The area is growing which is a
well. That's very convenient. That’s been a daglftr us. Coming good thing, said Jessica.

from Mississippi where we had the MississippiBidese the Trash

Pandas,” said Marshall. “There are family values and the area is Biblically conservative as well.

There are plenty of options to plant deep roots not just for family, but
The Daigres have five children, Jackson, Baylor, Beau, Tye, & Blakelygsg for faith, said Marshall.

P [ B (| | gy A W | |~
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DON'T SKIMP
ONHOME
INSURANCE

by David Tuner

WHAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT THING FORPpolicy like the square footage and all the details that make up the home.
YOU TO INSURE BESIDES YOURSELFE? Every home is going to be different and your policy isn't going to be the

same as Mr. Jones' next to you. | have had people say "my neighbor’s
Iilnsutrance is cheaper than mine". Every policy is catered to them so you

Some people think it might be their car or their motorcycle. But actua%éd e ——

is usually your home.

: Your CBR score is a big factor in your premium. This means your credit-
When you buy your home, you ook for all the things you and your based report. If you have bad credit, this can affect how much the

family need and/or want. Two-story or single-story. Brick or vinyl. New . : .
y y 9 Y y remium cost. Also, your neighbor Mr. Jones might have a newer home, c

construction or older. It all just depends on ydatvant and can afford. premi . : ;
J P he might have just put a new roof on his home. These discounts add up

The same goes for when you are looking to buy koreepinsurance. 00 and can vary what yours or his premium looks like.

There are a few things to keep in mind before you take out that homeWhen shopping for your policy, look at the stability and the strength of

AUTO | HOME | LIFE | BUSINESS | RETIREMENT |FRRFIED

David Turner Insurance Agency LLC/COUNTRY Financ
108 W. Market Street Athens, Alabama 35611
W 4 T:(256) 233-331M: (256) 541-0804: (256) 233-5043

8 | EAST ATHENS LIVINGUNE




specific home. The age of your roof can save you money if it is belowgh@n

years of age. If you have a security system that you have monitored, you

can also grab a discount.

You should always review your policies each siet@arijuake sure you have
the proper coverages and that you are gettirgealigcounts you deserve.

Your deductible can also help on your cost. The average deductible is
$1,000. However | am seeing a trend that is increasing that to $2,000Yostcan call us anytime if you would like to compare or just have

to keep costs down as building materials seem to keep going up.

Athens Highway 72
256.216.6373

FNBFORYOU.COM

Athens Downtown

256.233.8553

more.

questions. We are here to serve you and to try and help as many people

as we can.

Ardmore

931.427.2171

A great community bank is easy to love,

provides for your family,

supports local businesses,

protects your money,
reinvests in the community,
: dnd_hd's all the conveniences of modern
technology with a personal touch

just a call or visit away.

LOCAL LENDERS. LOCAL DECISIONS.
~ LOCAL BANK.

o ———e

Town Madison
256.325.4300 256.532.2279

 flo]ok 4 MEMBER FDIC
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EXPERT CONTRIBUTOR™

ASSOCIATION MANAGES

by Marion Myers

munity association management is a role that requiresGENERAL KNOWLED@#: expert CAM possesses in-depth
multiple skills, knowledge, and expertise. As the point of knowledge of laws, regulations, and industry best practices from the
contact between homeowners and the association,lmard CAl (Community Association Institute). They stay updated on changes
mmunity association manager (CAM) plays an importai legislation regarding community association aaerstand the
ole in ensuring the smooth operation of residential governing documents such as bylaws, covenants, and restrictions. The
communities. To excel in this profession and truly make a difference, onéerstanding of these documents allows them tode@uidance to
must strive to become an expert in community association managemthg.board and enforce policies within the community.

What does it mean to be an expert in this field and what does it take to
be a success? EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION SK{Zammunication is a necessity

in community association management. Expert CAMs are well versed in
UNDERSTANDING THE RCOB&fore reviewing the qualities of an both written and verbal communication to allow them to express their
expert community association manager, it is essential to understand ideas clearly and concisely. They listen to residenterns and help
the scope of work/role. CAMs are responsible for overseeing the dayfacilitate productive discussions during board meetings.
to-day operations of the community including gauwere, financials,
maintenance, enforcing rules and regulations, coization, and PROBLEM-SOLVING ABILITIEBmmunity association management
ensuring full transparency. They act as the primary point of contact fd¥ften involves guiding challenging situations aodvieg conflicts
residents, vendors, and board of directors, which require exceptionaIWith diplomacy. Expert CAMs possess strong problem-solving skills
communication and organizational skills. while approaching each concern with patience apatleyn\Whether

Hughes Properties
L g

A COUNTETINE A stodlalion Hamagemen Fmn
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EXPERT CONTRIBUTOR
addressing maintenance issues or handling redidpates, they seek solutions that benefit

the resident and community.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMEIFinancial oversight is a critical aspect of community associations.
Expert CAMs demonstrate proficiency in budgetiooyrting principles, and financial
analysis. They work with the Treasurer to deeglligtic budgets, monitor expenses closely, WALI—*‘

and provide guidance to the board to allow them to make informed decisionseto ensur PRINT SOOI U
the long-term financial health of the association. One of the biggesidiidiscussions is
regarding the reserve accounts (long term maintenance scheduley daddimg. This is an
obligation for every community association. Bnjprarency from the management company Banners * Shirts

and board is to communicate monthly on the status of the financial infortoatesidents Business Cards * Brochures
which fosters trust and accountability. Menus * Stationery * Grap

Fersonal, Promotional & Commercial Printing

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMEdmMmMunity association management is constantlygoign The expert choice in printing:
with new challenges and opportunities emerginarigg&xpert CAMs exhibit a commitment to ”-gh[ here at home
continued learning and professional training.dMtigiclasses and webinars, attending CAl local
and state chapter events, and industry conferanegsst a few ways that CAMs are consistent!
educating themselves. Also, staying on top ofetlvest trends and software is important so that
a CAM can speak intelligently about this withetbgiiciation board. By investing in their growth,
they will remain well versed to address the egaleieds of their communities.

Becoming an expert in community association managerequires dedication, knowledge,
and a genuine commitment to serving the interests of the community. Wgbethiad
characteristics of having comprehensive knowlgdgeg communication skills, exceptional
problem-solving abilities, financial understanding a commitment to professional 256.394.5806
development, CAMs can make a meaningful impact on their commurpiigsy £AMs www.wallaceprintsolutions.com
should embrace opportunities for growth, continue to enhance tiseiarsttistrive for
excellence in this ever-changing profession.

e

FARM TOURS, FIELD [RIPS, CIRTHDAY PART
EGGS (DUCK & CHICKEN) AND MORE!

FARM TOUR HOURB4URS-SUN 9:00AM-4:30RN503) 308-3773 WWW.STEBBINSFAMILYFARM.CO

What Y0u Expocied?

Let’s plan for 2024 and help you keep
more of your hard earned money!

Tax Preparation & Planning
for Businesses and Individuals

Financial Reports
Bookkeeping

Accounting Solutions

256.850.0156 | www.accountingsolutionshsv.com




ENGEL&VOLKERS

Briley Cove: Secluded Lots
Meet Community Comfort

What’s more to love than an oversized lot tucked ay in the comfort of
community? Get the best of both worlds with a remetfeel, yet only a
short ten minute drive to town. Nestled within thenature treed lines of
over 80 acres, the beautiful Briley Cove Subdivisiooffers the
opportunity of a lifetime. With only seven of ten\ailable, each offering a
minimum of three acres, these tracts are sure to gsp the hearts of many.
Luscious grass and endless exploration surroundirggquiet escape from
a busy reality, it is a picturesque scene. The orlicking element is the

dream house within your heart, and your family tadt it home!

ANDREW ENNIS 7 7. 0 V—«"Zse +' - Zcee"—7
REAL ESTATE ADVISOR

M +1 (256) 777-8226 License #108910
andrew.ennis@evrealestate.com
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ACTIVE, PENDING, & SOLD salter
T w
ACTIVE 87354 US HWY 278 Altoona $1,200,000  Ginna Chittam S srems s
ACTIVE 16250 Travertine Dr Athens $859,900 Shannon Elliott wsneer LimesTonEns. (]

ACTIVE 12100 Two Rivers Dr L-1 ~ Athens $589,900 Shannon Elliott Dowelevctimn ¥ s 2 KA
SOLD 13823 Zehner Road Athens $565,000 Dylan Morse et sy
ACTIVE 11220 Maggie Lou Drive  Tanner $525,000 Shannon Elliott e
SOLD 23369 Flossie Drive Athens $497,600 Ginna Chittam
SOLD 22369 Kennemer Lane Athens $480,000 Ginna Chittam
SOLD 1" Ya«TA8®) &  « phens $467,400 Shannon Elliott
SOLD 202 Wellington Drive Athens $440,000 Ginna Chittam
SOLD 1"$$# S§8¥2 Z+ - Ahess $379,000 Ginna Chittam
SOLD 708 Norton Drive Athens $379,000 Ginna Chittam
ACTIVE 1'""&& S ++-®E£1° > KheBsT $372,930 Andrew Ennis
SOLD 4421 County Road 33 Killen $389,000 Robyn Carter
PENDING 19895 Wells Road Athens $355,000 Ginna Chittam
PENDING 1708 Lillian Drive Athens $348,750 Andrew Ennis
SOLD 13150 Kenwood Drive Athens $344,250 Andrew Ennis
SOLD 12261 Quinn Road Athens $340,000  Kyle Massengale
SOLD 619 Norton Drive Athens $334,900 Ginna Chittam
SOLD 103 Clubhouse Lane Madison $325,000 Ginna Chittam
SOLD 15040 Sweetland Road ~ Athens $325,000 Ginna Chittam
SOLD 22157 Saratoga Drive Athens $318,000 Shannon Elliott
ACTIVE 1" 9% ( S ++-®£1° >fPthens $315,000 Andrew Ennis
SOLD 13130 Kenwood Drive Athens $303,750 Andrew Ennis
SOLD 13165 Kenwood Drive Athens $300,000 Andrew Ennis
SOLD 13391 Shelly Drive Madison $293,000 Shannon Elliott
PENDING 23287 Toone Road Elkmont $285,000 Rick Kirkland
ACTIVE 13133 Kenwood Drive Athens $283,500 Andrew Ennis
ACTIVE 22350 Howard Street Athens $279,900 Shannon Elliott
ACTIVE 21704 Daveen Drive Elkmont $279,000 Ron Webster
PENDING 1&"& Y +®8°° ZE®ME®ms E  $275,000 Ginna Chittam . " P ; : : :
SoLD 1" Ve¥-pfto8 1 Meridianvile $268.900 Shannon Elliott Top: Associate I?roker, Ron Web.ster, wnh VP of Commuvy.'nReIa.tlons, Shanﬁon Elliott and Advisors,
ACTIVE 13055 Kenwood Drive Athens $267,000 Andrew Ennis Ryan and Lanie Worshek outside the Limestone Shopiing Fridays after Five on Athens Square.
SOLD 16379 Mooresville Road  Athens $263,500 Shannon Elliott Bottom: (L)The Worshek's & Shannon ElliofL to R)dressed up at the Night at the Derby fundraiser fo
gg‘[l[\)/E igggﬁgﬁ:; fgﬁg ﬁnzg: :iggggg g:;:g gn:g:m the Boys and Girls Club of Athen¢R)E&V Licensee, Tonya Thomas and Executive BrokeinGa
ACTIVE 13100 Kenwood Drive  Athens $251,250 Andrew Ennis Chittam, are| proud 2024 Sponisofs of the Athens-Limgtone Special Olympics!
ACTIVE 1108 N Hine Street Athens $242,900 Shannon Ell‘ioT ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
| i
‘ ‘ 1 ‘ ‘ [ ‘ I 15

12 | EAST ATHENS LIVINGJYUNE



© Best Version Media



© Best Version Media



© Best Version Media



© Best Version Media



© Best Version Media



© Best Version Media



© Best Version Media



© Best Version Media



© Best Version Media



© Best Version Media



© Best Version Media



© Best Version Media



